
 

Characteristics of Godly Rebuke 
 

As we've covered in the last two weeks, the church, that is, the body of Jesus Christ, is an organic unity consisting of many 

different persons who are bound together and who are being built together by the Holy Spirit into God's holy temple which 

he indwells.  The church is God's people, diverse in many characteristics, especially in their Spiritual giftedness, and 

united in an inseparable interdependence by the bond of the Holy Spirit. 
 

One of the principles signifying as well as strengthening this unity of the church is its "one anotherness" –  its members 

are required to esteem their brothers and sisters more highly than themselves and to hasten to seek and promote their 

needs above their own.  One of the ways the church practices this principle is that of a loving rebuke.  The word "rebuke" 

appears in the ESV as  the translation of two separate Greek words: firstly, in the context of a sharp censure and strong 

reprove as in Peter's arrogant rebuke of the Lord Jesus Christ in Mt 16:22 and in Jesus' rebuke of demons, 17:18 and of 

showing and convincing a brother that he has done something the wind, Mk 4:39.  Secondly, it is found in the context of 

wrong [clearly, from the testimony of Scripture alone] and summoning him to repent.  This latter usage is found in such 

texts as 1 Tim 5:20 in which Paul instructs Timothy that those elders who persist in sin are to be rebuked "in the presence 

of all, so that the rest may stand in fear."  In a more well-known verse, this same apostle instructs Timothy to" preach the 

word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, and exhort, with complete patience and teaching."  See also 

Tit 1:9, 13; 2: 15.  See also Eph 5:11, " Take no part in the unfruitful works of darkness, but instead expose [rebuke by 

bringing to light] them.". 
 

Likewise, in the OT, two major words are used for "rebuke": one denotes strong admonitions designed to restrain persons 

or even things as when the Lord rebukes Satan and prevents him from bringing further charges against Joshua the High 

Priest, Zech 3:2 and in Ps 18: 15 which tells us that the Lord lays bare the foundations of the world by his rebuke.  The 

second word carries the force of convincing and convicting errant brothers and sisters of their sins and calling them to 

repentance.  It is found in such places as Ps 141:5, “ Let a righteous man strike me--it is a kindness; let him rebuke me ..” 

; Pro 9:8, “Do not reprove a scoffer, or he will hate you; reprove a wise man, and he will love you.”; etc. 
  

What are some lessons we can learn from this biblical principle? 
 

Christian Rebuke Is an Act of Kindness That is to be Cherished 

Ps 141:5 Let a righteous man strike me--it is a kindness; let him rebuke me--it is oil for my head; let my head not refuse it... 
 

Our Response to Christian Rebuke Demonstrates Our Wisdom 

Pro 9:8-9 Do not reprove a scoffer, or he will hate you; reprove a wise man, and he will love you.  Give instruction to a 

wise man, and he will be still wiser; teach a righteous man, and he will increase in learning. 

15: 32-33 Whoever ignores instruction despises himself, but he who listens to reproof gains intelligence.The fear of the 

LORD is instruction in wisdom, and humility comes before honor.  
 

Christian Rebuke Increases Our Knowledge of God's Will and Ways for Our Lives 

19:25 Strike a scoffer, and the simple will learn prudence; reprove a man of understanding, and he will gain knowledge.  
  

Christian Rebuke Is Necessary and Good for Us 

25:12 Like a gold ring or an ornament of gold is a wise reprover to a listening ear.  

27:5-6 Better is open rebuke than hidden love. Faithful are the wounds of a friend;  profuse are the kisses of an enemy. 

Eccl 7:5 It is better for a man to hear the rebuke of the wise than to hear the song of fools.  
  

Christian Rebuke Is Theocentric 
It  points our brethren away from us – we are not to promote ourselves as the standard of righteousness.  Our attitude 

should be there, except for the grace of God, go I. 

It points our brethren away from their sin which is already stifling them and warring against their souls. 

It points them outwardly and upwardly towards Christ and His cross, to His atoning blood  which alone can cover their 

sins.  It directs them to Christ to whom they must flee and   embrace as their only refuge and help. 

 

Clearly, Christian rebuke is not stimulated by a legalistic and moralistic attitude towards  others; it is not prompted 

by a perverse delight in seeing our brothers and sisters fall  into sin; it is not to be distorted into despicable 

exercises of moral witch-hunting.  On the contrary, its chief motivation is a genuine love for the brethren expressing itself 

in humble, prayerful and careful attitudes and actions towards wayward covenant members.  Its immediate aim is the 

conviction and repentance of their sin leading to restoration of fellowship with God and with other members – you will 

gain a brother, Mt 18: 15, and to fruitful covenantal service.  Its ultimate goal is the purity and holiness of the church.    

 

Yes, it is true that we are [to be] "..  full of goodness, filled with all knowledge and able to instruct [warn, admonish, 

lovingly confront] one another."  Rom 15: 14, but it is also equally true that we are to do so “.. in a spirit of gentleness. 

Keep watch on yourself, lest you too be tempted.” Gal 6:1. These precepts must not be separated.  

 

 


